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National School Bus Safety Week Reminds Drivers:
Always Stop for School Buses to Protect Children

Campbell, Ca. - This National School Bus Safety Week (October 16-20),
Campbell Police Department supports efforts to keep children and caregivers
safe by reminding drivers of the dangers of passing a stopped school bus. Drivers
must come to a complete stop when a school bus stop-arm is extended and the
red lights are flashing.

Held annually during the third week of October, National School Bus Safety
Week is a way for parents, children, teachers, bus drivers, school administrators
and law enforcement to promote fraveling to and from school by bus as a safe
tfransportation option.

While riding the bus is the safest way for children to get to and from school, an
alarming number of drivers illegally pass school buses who have their red lights
activated. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), from 2000-2021, there were 53 deaths in crashes that involved a driver
illegally passing a stopped school bus. AImost half of those deaths (25) were
pedestrians 18 years old or younger.

With few exceptions, California law requires drivers to stop in both directions
when a school bus has flashing red lights on. Drivers must stop until the red lights
are off, and children are on or off the bus and safely out of the road.

"National School Bus Safety Week serves as a reminder that ensuring safety on
the road is a community wide effort,” Campbell Police Chief, Gary Berg said.
“Let’s all stay attentive in our efforts to protect our children, by stopping for
school buses and coming together to improve the safety of every journey to
school.”

Review the graphics on the next page to help clarify when drivers should stop
and when they should proceed with caution.
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Multi-lane Street Divided or Multi-lane Highway

(e.g., W. Campbell Ave) (e.g., San Tomas Expressway)
Vehicles traveling in both directions Vehicles behind the bus MUST
MUST Stop Stop
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Two-Lane
Vehicles traveling in both directions
MUST Stop




