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Although we never met, I feel as though I know so much about you. Mr. Campbell, I 
know that your ancestors came from Scotland and were quite frugal. I want you to know 
that we who lead the City today are thrifty, too, as the enclosed budget document will 
show. We can't do all that we should for our citizens. The State and Feds empty our 
pockets from time to time. I guess you must have felt frustrated when you were having 
your troubles trying to establish a clear title to your property in the 1850's and 60's. 
Everybody wanted your money -- and your land -- from squatters to the government. I'm 
glad you finally got title to it in May, 1870.  

 
Mr. Campbell, I know that in the pioneering days of 1846, you walked most of the way 
from Missouri to what would become the State of California. You were not the oldest son 
so you didn't get to do some of the fun things your older brother did; but, you had a great 
time, and when you saw our valley, you knew it would be your home forever. Things 
haven't changed much. We aren't the biggest city or even close. We are the best, however, 
and those of us who have learned how great Campbell is haven't left. Our valley still has 
its peaceful hills that seem blue in the early morning. Ocean breezes still bring their 
cooling fog. Sunlight dances in our hair on most days.  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell, you learned that the soil here is exactly right for fruit trees, so 
orchards flourished everywhere. The orchards are gone now, but because of the 
wonderful climate and job opportunities, there are 38,000 people who live here. When 
our City officially incorporated in March, 1952, the City fathers used the motto 
"Campbell, the Orchard City" on the City seal. Our heritage of orchards and canneries 
which provided work for so many people lives in our hearts and minds.  
 
I have to admit one thing that we failed to do, however. You established your town in 
1888 according to your beliefs: that of a prohibitionist. Well, I'm sorry to say your town 
has various establishments that carry you - know - what; but, we have a wonderful 
program for our kids called DARE which is encouraging them to resist the temptation of 
drugs and alcohol.  
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You'd be happy to know that we've had women on our City Council since 1985. It took 
thirty-three years to accomplish that feat. I'm sure that surprises you because there were 
three women on the first "town-council" which was established in 1892 at an Old Settler's 
Day celebration. However, the town wasn't incorporated so it didn't count. In 1888, when 
you recorded your first subdivision, you hoped it would be an incorporated city someday, 
but the earliest attempt in 1906 failed. However, your celebration continues and is the 
second oldest public celebration in the State; and, we're a city besides!  
 
When you helped establish the first water company, the bank, and the Board of Trade, I 
wonder if you ever realized how your town would grow and develop. This note is just to 
thank you for giving us a good example to follow. In your town, you knew everyone. I 
don't know everyone, but as Will Rogers said, "I never met a stranger."  
 

Your faithful servant, JMW 
 
 

Note: 
Ms. Jeanette Watson retired from the City Council in December 2006 after serving the 
City for more than twenty years. 

 



• 50 Miles South of San Francisco

• Surrounded on Three Sides by San Jose

• 6.7 Square Miles

• Incorporated - March, 1952

• General Law City

• Council/Manager Form of Government

• Population – 40, 420 (As of 1/1/09 - CA 
Department of Finance)

Campbell Community Profile – Demographic Statistics (General)

Campbell
(The Heart of Silicon Valley)

• 19,857 Registered Voters

• 17,553 (88.4%) Votes Cast in Last General 
Election

• Public Safety – 72 Police Employees (43.5 Sworn)

• Public Safety – 2 Fire Stations

• Public Safety – Fire – Services Contracted with 
County of Santa Clara

• Total City Employees – 162*

* As of 7/1/08 – 18.85 Frozen Positions
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Campbell Community Profile – Demographic Statistics (Infrastructure)

Campbell Library
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Category 2009

Miles of Streets (Major / Secondary) 14.3 / 89.0
Miles of Sewers (Storm / Sanitary) (1) 42.25 / 484.0

Miles of Sidewalks 78.5

Street Lights 2,500

Parks - Number of Acres 107
(1) West Valley Sanitation District

Campbell Library

Downtown Campbell

Downtown Campbell

Bunnies & Bonnets Parade

Campbell Park

City Hall

Ainsley House



Campbell Community Profile – Demographic Statistics (Housing)

Single Family Homes

Apartments

Condominiums
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Category 2009 2008 2007 2006

Average Household Size (1) 2.4 2.4 2.4 2.3

Number of Households (2) (4) 16,465 16,855 16,483 16,459

Median Age  
(2) (4) (5) 35.2 / 39.1 35.2 35.2 35

Average Single Family Home  (3) $611,014 $881,882 $856,000 $788,535

% of Households with Income
  of $75,000 or Greater (5) 47.27% 45.40% 44.80% 43.01%

(1) California Department of Finance (4) U S Census Bureau - Fact Finder
(2) ABAG Bay Area Census (5) Claritas Inc. Report - 2/19/09
(3) SCC Association of Realtors 1/09



Campbell Community Profile – Demographic Statistics (Employment & Education)

The
Pruneyard

Hamilton
Plaza

Kirkwood Plaza Heritage Village

Downtown Campbell
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Category 2009 2008 2007 2006

Jobs per Household (4) 1.66 1.40 1.35 1.35

Employed Residents (4) 29,873 30,858 29,294 24,046

Mean Family Income (2) (4) $89,285 $94,249 $82,967 $93,109
% of Adults over 25 with Bachelor's
  Degree or Higher (5) 44.80% 40.00% 40.00% 40.00%

(1) California Department of Finance (4) U S Census Bureau - Fact Finder
(2) ABAG - Bay Area Census (5) Claritas Inc. Report - 2/19/09 
(3) SCC Association of Realtors 1/09

Downtown Campbell

The Pruneyard
Hamilton Plaza

Heritage TheatreKirkwood Plaza








